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TED  SCHWINDEN,  GOVERNOR 


COGSWELL  BUILDING 


STATE  OF  MONTANA 


July  77  1988  HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 

Re:  Preliminary  Environmental  Review 
Johnson  Motors 


Mike  Johnson,  1200  Highway  91  N. , Dillon 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse,  Dillon 

Sanitarian,  Courthouse,  Dillon 

Rick  Kern,  Kern  and  Assoc.,  219  E.  Mendenhall,  Bozeman,  MT  59715 
Cliff  Swenson,  C.W.  Swenson,  Inc.,  2 N.  Market  St.,  Suite  333,  San  Jose, 
CA  95113 

Ron  Johnson,  Johnson  Realty,  310  E.  Sabree,  Dillon 
Max  Hansen,  310  E.  Sabree,  Dillon 

Bill  Corsick,  1960  The  Alameda,  Suite  18,  San  Jose,  CA  93126 

Robert  Wallace,  815  Arizona  Street,  Deer  Lodge 

Bennet  Owen,  Polaris,  MT  59746 

Dominic  Ori,  841  E.  Center  Street,  Dillon 

Elmer  & Delores  Anderson,  198  N.  Montana,  Dillon 

Owen  Bennett,  235  S.  Idaho,  Dillon 

Mary  Adele  Kent,  P.0.  Box  506,  Dillon 

John  Hammill,  Floodplain  Administration,  DNRC,  Helena 

Ken  Chrest,  Water  Quality  Bureau,  DHES 

Tom  Ellerhoff,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  DHES,  Helena 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Complex,  Helena 
Documents  Section,  State  Library,  Capitol  Complex,  Helena 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana,  16.2.604,  the 
following  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning  Mike 
Johnson/dba/Johnson  Motors. 

The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform 
all  interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of 
the  proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have 
a significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary 
Environmental  Review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  (15) 
days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within 
the  allotted  time. 


Environmental  Sciences  Division 
Telephone  (406)  444-2821 


AN  equal  opportunity  employer 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
(406)  444-2821 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


Dl  VI  ST  On/Bureau Environmental  Sciences  Division/Solid  & Hazardous  Wasts  Ri.rP.„ 

Project  or  Application Michael  Johnson/dba/Johnson  Motors 

Description  of  Project Establishing  and  licensing  a motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility 

— UT — BJwLXflBL i — MT (see  attached  legal  description) 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 

Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 

1.  Terrestrial  & aquatic 
life  and  habitats 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 

3.  Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 

4.  Vegetation  cover,  quant 
ity  and  quality 

5.  Aesthetics 

6.  Ai r quali ty 

7.  Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited 
environmental  resources 

8.  Demands  on  environmen- 
tal resources  of  land, 
water,  air  & energy 

9.  Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 
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DHES/ESD-1 


POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENV I RON MEN T 
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Social  structures  and 
mores 

Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 
Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 
Agri  cul  tural  or  i n- 
dustrial  production 
Human  health 
Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  community 
and  personal  income 
Access  to  and  quality 
of  recreational  and 
wilderness  activities 
Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  employment 
Distribution  and 
density  of  population 
and  housing 
Demands  for  govern- 
ment services 
Industrial  & commer- 
cial activity 
Demands  for  energy 
Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flows 
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Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 

which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction  Beaverhead  County  Conunissioners,  Beaverhead 
County  Junk  Vehicle  Program 

Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER.  Beaverhead  County  Commi .. toners . B.nvnrh.na 
County  Junk  Vehicle  Program.  Michael  Johnson 

Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS  not  necessary 


PER  Prepared  by: 

Date!  7-H-n  e"°1  Fo* 


DHES/ESD-2 


General  Comments 


State  law  requires  all  wrecking  facilities  to  be  licensed.  Facil- 
ities must  meet  three  requirements  to  be  licensed: 

1)  They  must  be  screened  from  public  view  so  that  all  junk  vehicles 
and  vehicle  parts  stored  at  the  site  are  not  visible  from  a 
point  six  feet  above  the  centerline  of  any  public  road; 

2)  They  must  be  in  compliance  with  local  zoning  ordinances;  and 

3)  They  must  not  have  a significant  impact  on  the  environment. 

Hike  Johnson  has  applied  to  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environ- 
mental Sciences  (DHES)  to  establish  and  license  a wrecking  facility  near 
Dillon,  MT.  The  proposed  facility  will  cover  5.93  acres.  The  applicant 
plans  to  use  the  facility  for  car  storage  only  and  use  his  existing  li- 
censed facility  for  dismantling  operations.  All  business  will  be  con- 
ducted at  the  existing  facility  located  near  the  proposed  site. 


Potential  Impacts  on  Physical  Environment 
2)  Water  Quality,  quantity,  and  distribution 

Typically,  the  operation  of  wrecking  facilities  over  time  charac- 
teristically results  in  accidental  spillages  of  motor  fluids  from  dis- 
mantling and  recycling  operations.  Examples  of  such  fluids  include  motor 
fuel,  oil,  coolant,  brake  fluids,  and  grease.  Potential  impacts  to  water 
quality  exist  from  contaminated  fluids  entering  the  groundwater  or  drain- 
ing into  surface  waters. 

The  proposed  facility  is  located  in  the  100  year  floodplain  of  the 
Blacktail  Creek  and  near  the  floodway.  The  groundwater  at  the  proposed 
site  is  very  shallow.  Because  of  this,  DHES  considers  the  potential  im- 
pact to  water  quality  from  the  proposed  facility  to  be  moderate. 

According  to  state  and  local  floodplain  regulations  the  storage  of 
materials  and  equipment  in  the  flood  fringe  and  floodway  is  allowed  by 
permit  provided  the  material  is  anchored  to  prevent  downstream  movement 
or  is  readily  removeable  from  the  floodplain  within  the  limited  time 
available  after  a flood  warning. 

The  applicant  received  a floodplain  development  permit  from  the 
Beaverhead  County  Floodplain  Administrator,  the  Board  of  County  Commis- 
sioners. The  permit  has  a condition  that  the  applicant  will  keep  all 
vehicles  out  of  the  floodway  which  is  approximately  35  feet  from  the 
stream  bank.  The  partial  fencing  constructed  does  not  comply  with  this 
requirement . 

The  permit  issued  is  for  storage  of  materials  (auto  parts  and  au- 
tos), not  petroleum  products.  Therefore,  the  applicant  will  be  required 
to  store  all  waste  motor  fluids  off-site  in  compliance  with  all  hazardous 
waste  regulations. 


Because  the  facility  will  be  used  for  vehicle  storage  only,  the  po- 
tential impact  to  water  quality  will  be  decreased.  Montana  law  prohibits 
the  disposal  of  liquid  or  solid  wastes  in  an  area  where  they  are  likely 
to  cause  pollution  or  create  a public  nuisance.  Violation  of  water  pol- 
lution laws  are  enforceable  by  the  Montana  Water  Quality  Act. 

4 . Vegetation  cover,  quantity,  and  quality 

Transporting  and  storing  vehicles  on  the  proposed  site  and  con- 
struction of  screening  will  disrupt  the  existing  vegetation.  DHES  con- 
siders this  impact  minor  due  to  the  small  area  to  be  disrupted. 


5.  Aesthetics 


The  attached  diagram  shows  the  applicant's  proposed  screening  to 
shield  the  facility  from  all  public  roads.  The  public  roads  from  which 
the  facility  must  be  screened  are  from  the  1-15  overpass  to  Dillon,  High- 
way 91  N (Montana  Street),  and  Railroad  Street. 

The  1-15  overpass  is  at  a higher  elevation  than  the  facility  and 
thus  the  applicant  has  proposed  shielding  from  that  ramp  with  a row  of 
buildings  at  least  12'  in  height  and  12'  corrugated  tin  fencing.  The 
other  sides  of  the  facility  will  be  screened  with  corrugated  tin  fence 
12'  high  on  the  west,  8'  high  on  the  south,  and  8'  high  on  the  east.  The 
applicant  has  already  constructed  the  majority  of  the  screening. 

Because  of  the  elevation  difference  between  the  overpass  and  the 
facility,  12'  screening  may  not  be  of  sufficient  height  to  shield  the 
vehicle  inventory  from  the  overpass.  If  not,  the  applicant  will  have  to 
construct  higher  screening.  To  be  licensed,  the  facility  must  have 
screening  high  enough  to  shield  from  the  centerline  of  all  public  roads. 

Wrecking  facilities,  particularly  unscreened  ones,  are  considered 
eyesores.  The  applicant  constructed  partial  fencing  without  prior  ap- 
proval of  DHES.  This  fencing  must  be  improved  to  meet  DHES  shielding 
requirements.  In  particular,  the  fence  is  not  of  uniform  appearance  and 
is  not  of  equivalent  attractiveness  as  the  approved  types  of  fencing. 
Even  if  the  applicant  constructs  a metal  fence  of  uniform  appearance, 
many  people  may  still  find  the  fencing  unaesthetic. 

State  law  requires  screening  of  the  junk  vehicle  inventory  from  pub- 
lic roads  but  not  private  roads,  residences  or  businesses.  A two-story 
motel/convention  center  is  being  proposed  approximately  ^ of  a mile  west 
of  the  proposed  facility.  The  possibility  exists  that  the  vehicle  inven- 
tory in  the  proposed  facility  may  be  visible  from  the  2nd  story  of  the 
motel,  although  the  applicant  believes  that  the  proposed  screening  aug- 
mented by  the  existing  vegetation  will  screen  the  facility  from  the  mo- 
tel. The  facility  will  probably  be  screened  from  all  other  buildings  and 
residences  nearby  because  of  the  height  required  to  screen  it  from  public 
roads . 

The  motel  developers  also  plan  to  construct  an  exit  ramp  from  1-90 
for  access  to  the  motel.  Since  this  exit  ramp  is  planned  to  be  at  a 


lower  elevation  than  the  existing  ramp,  the  facility  will  most  likely  be 
shielded  from  it  also.  If  not,  additional  screening  will  be  required 
when  the  ramp  is  constructed  because  it  will  be  a public  road. 

Because  the  type  of  proposed  screening  is  sometimes  considered  un- 
aesthetic  and  because  the  junk  vehicle  inventory  might  be  seen  from  the 
proposed  motel,  DHES  considers  the  aesthetic  impacts  associated  with  this 
facility  to  be  major  to  nearby  residents  and  businesses  and  minor  to  oth- 
ers. 


9 . Historical  and  archaeological  sites 

Historical  Society  records  indicated  a documented  archaeological 
site  was  recorded  within  close  proximity  to  this  proposed  facility.  A 
cultural  resource  inventory  was  conducted.  The  inventory  determined  no 
historical  or  cultural  evidents  were  located  within  the  site. 


Potential  Impacts  on  Human  Environment 


3)  Local  and  state  tax  base  and  revenue 

Currently  the  property  tax  for  the  proposed  site  is  $61  per  year. 
According  to  the  tax  appraiser,  establishing  the  facility  will  probably 
not  change  the  tax  base. 


6)  Quantity  and  distribution  of  community  and  personal  income 
8)  Quantity  and  distribution  of  employment 

The  successful  operation  of  this  facility  should  have  a minor  posi- 
tive impact  on  income  and  employment  for  at  least  the  applicant.  The 
facility  may  have  a negative  impact  on  income  for  the  motel/convention 
center,  however.  Potential  customers  may  choose  to  use  other  motels  be- 
cause of  the  unaesthetic  view  of  the  nearby  wrecking  facility. 


10)  Demands  for  governmental  services 

State  and  local  junk  vehicle  program  officials  will  be  routinely 
inspecting  the  facility  to  assure  compliance  with  state  law.  A minor 
increase  in  demand  for  local  fire  protection  and  law  enforcement  may  re- 
sult from  establishing  this  business. 


11)  Industrial  and  commercial  activity 

See  comments  in  section  6 and  8 on  how  the  proposed  facility  may 
affect  the  proposed  motel. 


€ 


12)  Distribution  and  density  of  population  and  housing 

Wrecking  facilities  are  typically  considered  detrimental  to  property 
values.  Establishing  the  facility  may  discourage  additional  residential 
or  commercial  development  nearby.  See  comments  on  item  5 (aesthetics). 


13)  Locally  adopted  environmental  plans  and  goals 

According  to  a certification  on  the  application,  Beaverhead  County 
has  no  zoning  regulations  which  would  prohibit  the  establishment  of  a 
wrecking  facility  at  this  location.  The  facility  has  obtained  the  neces- 
sary floodplain  permit  but  not  complied  with  it.  Because  wrecking  facil- 
ities are  typically  considered  incompatible  with  floodplain  protection, 
DHES  considers  the  impact  to  the  locally  adopted  environmental  plans  and 
goals  as  moderate. 


14  Transportation  network  and  traffic  flows 

Because  the  applicant  only  plans  to  use  the  yard  for  storage,  the 
increase  in  traffic  associated  with  the  facility,  if  any,  will  be  minor. 


JG/ba 


